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Rules for the Classification and Construction of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units 
(the MODU Rules) of Russian Maritime Register of Shipping (RS, the Register) have been 
approved in accordance with the established approval procedure and come into force 
on 1 September 2023. 

The present Rules are based on the latest version of the Rules for the Classification, 
Construction and Equipment of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units and Fixed Offshore 
Platforms, 2022, taking into account the amendments and additions developed immediately 
before publication. 

The procedural requirements, unified requirements, unified interpretations and 
recommendations of the International Association of Classification Societies (IACS) and 
the relevant resolutions of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) have been taken into 
consideration. 

The Rules set down specific requirements for MODU, consider the recommendations 
of the Code for the Construction and Equipment of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units, 2009 
(2009 MODU Code) (IMO resolution A.1023(26), as amended) and supplement the Rules for 
the Classification and Construction of Sea-Going Ships and the Rules for the Equipment of 
Sea-Going Ships. 

The Rules are published in the following parts: 
Part I "Classification"; 
Part II "Hull"; 
Part III "Equipment, Arrangements and Outfit"; 
Part IV "Stability"; 
Part V "Subdivision"; 
Part VI "Fire Protection"; 
Part VII "Machinery Installations and Machinery"; 
Part VIII "Systems and Piping"; 
Part IX "Boilers, Heat Exchangers and Pressure Vessels"; 
Part X "Electrical Equipment"; 
Part XI "Refrigerating Plants"; 
Part XII "Materials"; 
Part XIII "Welding"; 
Part XIV "Automation"; 
Part XV "Safety Assessment"; 
Part XVI "Signal Means"; 
Part XVII "Life-Saving Appliances"; 
Part XVIII "Radio Equipment"; 
Part XIX "Navigational Equipment"; 
Part XX "Equipment for Prevention of Pollution".
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REVISION HISTORY 
(purely editorial amendments are not included in the Revision History) 

 
For this version, there are no amendments to be included in the Revision History. 
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1 GENERAL 

1.1 APPLICATION 

1.1.1 The requirements of this Part of the Rules for the Classification and Construction 
of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units1 apply to MODU specified in Section 1, Part I "Classification" 
of the MODU Rules. 

1.1.2 Regarding the environmental pollution prevention, MODU shall comply with 
the applicable requirements of the Rules for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships Intended 
for Operation in Sea Areas and Inland Waterways of the Russian Federation2. 

1.1.3 In addition to 1.1.2 MODU shall comply with the requirements 
of the Administration, if any.  

                                                
1 Hereinafter referred to as "the MODU Rules". 
2 Hereinafter referred to as "the PPS Rules". 
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1.2 DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1.2.2 For the purpose of this Part, the following definition has been adopted. 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  is the Government of the State under whose authority the ship is 

operating. With respect to a ship entitled to fly a flag of any State, the Administration is 
the Government of that State.  

With respect to floating platforms engaged in exploration and exploitation of the seabed 
and subsoil thereof adjacent to the coast over which the coastal State exercises sovereign 
rights for the purposes of exploration and exploitation of their natural resources, 
the Administration is the Government of the coastal State concerned. 
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