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Amends the Rules for the Classification and Construction of Sea-Going Ships. 2017. ND No. 2-020101-
095-E

We hereby inform that in compliance with IMO resolution MSC.406(96) of 13 May, 2016, a new edition of the International

Maritime Dangerous Goods (IMDG) Code, Edition 2016, Amendment 38-16, comes into force on 01.01.2018.

Summary of the most significant amendments to the IMDG Code, Amendment 37-14, is attached.

A new edition of the Code is considered in the definition of the IMDG Code, given in Chapter 7.1 "General", Part VI "Fire

Protection” of the Rules for the Classification and Construction of Sea-Going Ships, 2018. The amendments are specified in the

Appendix to the Circular Letter.

The original text of the IMDG Code, 2016 is posted on the official IMO site www.imo.su (refer to IMO resolution

MSC.406(96)).

The above amendments will be introduced to the Rules for the Classification and Construction of Sea-Going Ships at

republication.

1L is necessary to do the following:
1. Familiarize the RS surveyors and interested organizations in the area of the RS Branch Offices' activity with the content of
the Circular Letter.

2. Apply the IMDG Code, Amendment 38-16, during review of the matters related to the carriage of packaged dangerous goods
and solid dangerous goods in bulk from 01.01.2018.

Person in charge: V.T. Aksyonov 313 +7 (812) 5704311

‘Thesis” System: 17-224168
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Rules for the Classification and Construction of Sea-Going Ships

(2018)
Part VI. FIRE PROTECTION

7 SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SHIPS CARRYING PACKAGED DANGEROUS
GOODS AND DANGEROUS GOODS IN BULK.

7.1 GENERAL
7.1.2 Definition of the IMDG Code shall be substituted by the following:

“IMDG Code means the International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code adopted by
IMO resolution MSC.406(96).”.



INTERNATIONAL MARITIME DANGEROUS GOODS CODE

2016 Edition
Amendment 38-16

SUMMARY

There are many changes to the 2016 edition of the International Maritime
Dangerous Goods Code (IMDG Code). The significant changes are outlined
below.

There have been significant changes in Part 2 Classification, to include: a
method of using test data to classify substances that are listed in the
Dangerous Goods List (DGL) but meet the classification criteria for a hazard
class or division that is not identified in the list; new criteria and
documentation requirements for assigning fireworks to hazard divisions; the
addition of new criteria for determining viscosity in Class 3 flammable
liquids; the inclusion of polymerizing substances under Class 4.1; and new
sections defining gases, flammable liquids, toxic substances, and corrosives
that are not accepted for transport.

New packing instructions have been added: POOS5 for the new Engine proper
shipping names under UN3528, UN3529 and UN3530; P412 for the new
UN3527 "POLYESTER RESIN KIT, solid base material"; and P910 for the
prototype and low production runs of lithium cells and batteries.

A new large packaging packing instruction LP200 for aerosols has been
added.

A new Class 9 Miscellaneous Dangerous Goods label has been adopted for
use when shipping lithium metal and lithium ion cells and batteries (new
SP384).

The "Overpack" mark now has a 12 mm minimum height requirement.

New ISO standards have been incorporated into the applicable packing
instructions for gases and the design and construction criteria of UN pressure
receptacles and multiple-element gas containers.

Updates to the DGL:

e The proper shipping name entries for Engines and Vehicles under
UN3166 have been separated. UN3166 now covers only "Vehicle"
entries and "Engines" now fall under new UN3528, UN3529, and
UN3530 entries.

e Polyester resin kits have been separated into two entries: UN3269
"POLYESTER RESIN KIT, liquid base material" and new UN3527
"POLYESTER RESIN KIT, solid base material".

e Polymerizing substances of Class 4.1 have been assigned to new
entries UN3531, UN3532, UN3533 and UN3534.

Special provisions for shipping certain common items have been added,



revised, or removed:

SP188 now requires a standardized lithium battery mark for excepted
shipments of lithium cells and batteries.

SP312, 363, 961 and 962 have been revised; SP380 and 385 have
been added; and SP970 has been removed due to the separation of the
proper shipping name entries for Engines and Vehicles.

SP236 now includes Class 4.1 solid base materials for polyester resin
kits.

SP310 the lithium battery prototype and low production packaging
requirements have been moved to a new packing instruction (P910).





