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                                       Appendix to Circular Letter  

         No. 313-07- 1009с dated  17.04.2017 

 

RULES FOR THE CLASSIFICATION AND CONSTRUCTION OF SEA-GOING SHIPS, 

2017, ND No. 2-020101-095-E 

 

PART VII MACHINERY INSTALLATIONS 

 

1.2 DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Para 1.2.1 shall be supplemented with the following definition: 

"S t e e r i n g  s y s t e m is ship’s directional control system, including main steering gear, 

auxiliary steering gear, steering gear control system and rudder if any (refer to 1.2.9, Part III 

"Equipment, Arrangements and Outfit").".  

7.2 CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS 

Para 7.2.3 shall be amended to read: 

"7.2.3 For a ship fitted with alternative propulsion and steering systems, such as but not limited to 

azimuthing propulsors or water jet propulsion systems, the main steering arrangement and the 

auxiliary steering arrangement shall be so arranged that the failure of one of them will not render 

the other one inoperative  

For a ship fitted with multiple steering systems, the requirement in 2.9.1, Part III "Equipment, 

Arrangements and Outfit" and  6.2.1.1, Part  IХ "Machinery" is considered satisfied if each of the 

steering systems is equipped with its own dedicated steering gear provided that:  

.1 each of the steering systems is fulfilling the requirements for main steering gear (refer to 7.2.4); 

.2 each of the steering systems is provided with an additional possibility of positioning and locking 

the failed steering system in a neutral position after a failure of its own power unit (s) and 

actuator(s).  

When two or more main steering systems are fitted the requirements of 5.5.2, Part  XI "Electrical 

Equipment", shall be carried out for each of them.".   

Para 7.2.5 shall be amended to read:  

"7.2.5 In a ship fitted with multiple steering systems, such as but not limited to azimuthing 

propulsors or water jet propulsion systems, an auxiliary steering gear need not be fitted, provided 

that:  

.1 in a passenger ship, each of the steering systems is capable of satisfying the requirements in 

7.2.4.2, while any one of the power units is out of operation;  

.2 in a cargo ship, each of the steering systems is capable of satisfying the requirements in 7.2.4.2 

while operating with all power units;  



.3 each of the steering systems is arranged so that after a single failure in its piping or in one of the 

power units, ship steering capability (but not individual steering system operation) can be 

maintained or speedily regained (e.g. by the possibility of positioning the failed steering system in 

a neutral position in an emergency, if needed).  

The above capacity requirements apply regardless whether the steering systems are arranged with 

common or dedicated power units.".  

Para 7.2.7 shall be amended to read: 

"7.2.7 The steerable propeller designed for reversing the thrust by turning the unit shall provide 

an acceptable reversing time depending on the purpose of the ship. The time required for turning 

the unit through 180° shall not then exceed 20 s for the units with a propeller of 2 m and less in 

diameter and shall not  exceed 30 s for the units with a propeller of more than 2 m in diameter.  

The stopping times, ship headings and distances recorded on trials, together with the results of 

trials to determine the ability of ships having multiple propulsion/steering arrangements to 

navigate and manoeuvre with one or more of these devices inoperative, shall be available on board 

for the use of the master or designated personnel.".   

 

Para 7.2.14. The last sentence "Refer also to the note to 7.2.4." shall be deleted.".  

 
 




